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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 3-10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 3-10, it is unclear what is meant by the drive means being 
actuated identically. It is unclear if it means that the drive means is actuated at the 
same time for each article, or that both drive means are driven the same distance, or 
that each drive means drives the article forward the same distance, i.e. the article is 
driven forward the same distance between the first and second locations as between 
the second and third and whether that is relative to the front or back of the envelope. 
For the purposes of examination, it is assumed to mean that the first drive means drives 
the envelopes a first predetermined distance which is the same for all envelopes and 
that the second drive means drives all the envelopes a second predetermined distance 
which is the same for all envelope sizes, but that they are not the same predetermined 
distance. 

Regarding claim 10, it is unclear what exactly is required by the claim as it is an 
apparatus claim dependent on a method. It is unclear if the apparatus must be capable 
of processing an envelope, or if it must have a flapper and an inserter and a moistening 
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element. For the purposes of examination, it is assumed to required only the apparatus 
pieces listed and must be capable of processing an envelope. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bennett(U.S Patent 4,119,482). 

Bennett discloses a method of processing a plurality of packages by sensing the 
front edge of a package, driving it forward, and applying a label, the applicator of which 
is driven by the sensor which senses the front of the package.(Col. 8, II. 24-38) The 
distance between the sensor and the applicator is predetermined and the controls set 
so that the label is always applied to the package. It is noted that the claims do not 
require driving the article only the predetermined distance. 

5. Claims 1 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bergman et al.(U.S Patent 4,935078). 

Bergman et al. discloses a method of processing a plurality of envelopes by 
sensing the trailing edge of a package, driving it forward, decelerating it, and applying a 
label. (Col. 11. II. 1-20) The distance between the sensor and the applicator is 
predetermined and the controls set so that the label is always applied to the package. 
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6. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ricketts et 
al.(U.S. Patent 5,511,357). 

Ricketts et al. discloses an apparatus comprising means for feeding, means for 
sensing the envelope, means for recording the data point sensed, and means for driving 
the envelope a predetermined distance from the data point.(Col. 4, II. 56- Col. 5, II. 2; 
Figures 1-4) The CPU is capable of recording the data point sensed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1, 2, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yui(U.S Patent 4,609,421 ) in view of Bergman et al. 

Yui discloses an apparatus for sealing an envelope wherein the envelope is 
driven forward, a sensor senses the size of the envelope and actuates a stopper, the 
envelope is stopped so that its crease line is in a specific location, the envelope has 
adhesive applied to it, it moves backward a specific distance to seal the envelope, and 
then it moves forward a specific distance.(Abstract; Col. 4, II. 10-40; Col. 5, II. 17-21) 
The stopper(23) stops the envelope at a predetermined distance from the beginning of 
the equipment so that the crease lines of all the envelopes are in the same location. 
After creasing it is driven backward until the flap is sealed. The reference does not 
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explicitly state the envelope is driven backward the same distance with every envelope. 
However, one in the art reading the reference as a whole would appreciate that the 
crease line of all the envelopes is in the same location, and therefore the flap is in the 
same location, and therefore the envelopes would be driven backward the same 
distance as the same amount of envelope needed pressure to be applied to it to seal 
the flap. 

The reference does not disclose the sensor detecting the length of the envelope, 
but rather uses it to detect the width and infers the length therefrom. Bergman et al. 
discloses a method of processing a plurality of envelopes by sensing the trailing edge of 
a package, driving it forward, decelerating it, and applying a label. (Col. 11, II. 1-20) It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the sensor of Yui to detect the length of the envelope as that would be a 
direct means of determining the length rather than the indirect means of the reference 
and since it would allow the machine to seal other size envelopes than the ones it is set 
up for. 

9. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Ricketts 
et al. in view of Marzullo(U.S. Patent 5,415,068). 

Ricketts et al. discloses a method of filling an envelope wherein the envelope's 
trailing edge is detected as the envelope is fed to the device, and the envelope is 
moved a specific distance so that the trailing edge is located at a first filling location 
where the envelope is stopped and filled, and then at a second sealing location where 
the envelope is stopped and sealed.(Col. 3, II. 50-53, 62- Col. 4, II. 1; Col. 4, II. 56-Col. 
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5, II. 1; Col. 6, II. 21-25) The trailing edge for all envelopes is located at the same point 
in both operations. The reference does not disclose stopping the envelope when the 
trailing edge is detected. Marzullo discloses an apparatus for filling an envelope 
wherein when the trailing edge of the envelope is sensed, the envelope is stopped until 
the device is ready to process the envelope.(Col. 1,11.1 6-22; Col. 3, II. 58-67) It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to stop the envelope of Ricketts et al. after the trailing edge is sensed so that a new 
envelope is not fed into the apparatus before the previous one has moved forward 
enough so that the device does not jam. (Col. 3, II. 58-67) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 4-9 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

1 1 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggest a method of performing 
operations on an envelope wherein the crease of the envelope is the trailing edge, the 
trailing edge is sensed at a position x, the envelope is moved to a second location 
where the crease is located at a specific point y and performing an operation, then 
moving it to a third location for the trailing edge z and performing an operation wherein 
the distance the envelope is moved, e.g. from x to y, and from y to z, is independent of 
the length of the envelope and is the same for all envelope sizes. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara J. Musser whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1222. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday; alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on (571)-272-1 156. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electipnic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). J 
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